
POMONA ELEMENTARY 
588 25 1/2 Road 
Grand Junction, CO  81505 

 

Happy March everyone, 
 
At this point of the year every learner at Pomona has had the opportunity, or is 
presently working within a Problem Based Learning environment. Our hope is that your 
student has let you know about PBL.  The overall gist of PBL is finding a problem that is 
meaningful to the learners, then going through a rigorous learning experience about the 
problem. Learners create a prototype to fix that problem. Then present that 
prototype to a panel of adult experts in that field, and they decide if the prototype is 
viable. The next step is to take that viable solution and put it into action and see their 
efforts become reality.  
 
We have asked 7- 9 year old learners the following questions about PBL and here are 
their answers. 
 
 
What do you enjoy doing most in PBL? What do you enjoy most about the PBL learning environment? 
 
“Writing, and kids get to do the work. It's really fun to say,”I don't know much about this. I need to learn 
more.” 
 
“It was pretty cool to present to a panel because they are the ones that actually know a lot.” 
 
“Partners, you aren't just alone. You know you have partners to help you out. They have different 
mindsets and ideas.” 
 
 
What mattered to you in your PBL? 
 
“My team! They helped me a lot. And presenting and maybe making a difference.” 
 
“We are actually doing it! And that feels amazing!” 
 
“When you are done and you present you feel really good.” 
 

Si usted desea una explicación en español de este artículo, favor de llamar al 254-5484 

                     Main Office:  254-4990  Fax : 242-2613 

Principal:  Bil Pfaffendorf 
Assistant Principal: Emily Currey 



Sincerely, 
 
Bil Pfaffendorf 
Pomona’s Principal 

 
What do you think PBL is preparing you for in the future? 
 
“I learned more about what I was working on. I was readier, and more readier until I was ready.” 
 
“Dealing with stress and a timeline.” 
 
“We have to solve problems.” 
 
“Working with new partners.” 
 
 
What do you think are experiences or skills that would be helpful to help others? 
 
“Teach your friends and don't fight about the work.” 
 
“Always be prepared and flexible.” 
 
“Learn to work together. That doesn't always happen, but when you do PBL you have to work together.” 
 
 
What is a panel? 
 
“It's a group of people that know a lot about things. People like teachers, scientists, our community.” 
 
“They listen to the ideas and see if they are viable.”  
 
 
What is the difference between partners and self work? 
 
“More resources and you can do more things.” 
 
“You learn to work with people.”        
 



 
Meet Pomona’s New Employee - Michael Tenski (Presented by 5th Grade) 

 
Pomona’s : Lead Custodian 

         
Hello Pomona Families, we are excited to introduce to you  our new Lead Custodian 
Mr. Michael Tenski. Mr. Tenski joined our Pomona family as our lead custodian  part way 
through the school year. We are excited that he was willing to take on the challenge of a 
new environment, and he has done an awesome job! 
 
Michael was born and raised in Longmont, Colorado.  That is where he spent most of his 
life. He also spent some time in California.  
 
Before Mr. Tenski came to Pomona, he was part of the New Emerson custodial staff. He 
also has experience in other areas such as ranching, custodial duties, and he was in the 
Marine Corps.  Thank you for your service Mr. Tenski!     
 
Mr. Tenski loves working at Pomona. He is most excited about working with staff and 
students to make Pomona Elementary a clean and safe environment for students, staff 
and families.  
 
Mr. Tenski loves Pomona. He said he loves the staff and students. His favorite thing about 
his job is interacting with all the kids. When he is not working at Pomona, he enjoys 
hiking, fishing, and being outdoors. He absolutely loves the outdoors. 
 
Next time you stop by Pomona and see Mr. Tenski, please say hello and welcome him to 
the Pomona family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2nd PTO Meeting in the Library 

March 4th PTO Fundraiser @ Noodles & Company 4-8 pm 

March 5th 4th Grade Music Concert 6:30 pm 

March 11th 5th Grade Human Growth & Development Presentation 

March 12th  NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS-Teacher Work Day 

March 13th NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS-Teacher Planning Day 

March 16th –20th SPRING BREAK 

March 16th PTO Fundraiser @ Get Air at the Silo 12-9 pm 

March 25th Class Pictures 

  

  

  

May 20th Last Day of School 

May 21st Conferences 

~ Just a friendly reminder ~ 
Students should not be on school grounds until 8:30 a.m. 

For the safety of all students, PLEASE  don’t drop your students 

off until 8:30 a.m.  If your student walks to school please take 

the time to talk to them about what time they should leave 

your house. There is no adult supervision until 8:30 a.m. 



 
 

 
 
MORNING DROP OFF 
 
 Students can be dropped off at school AFTER 8:30 a.m. Staff is not on duty 

until then. 
   
 Pull all the way forward in the outer drop off zone. Have your child exit the  
       vehicle quickly. (This is a “Hug and Go” lane).  
 
 Do not use the center lane for dropping off your child - the center lane is for 

exiting the parking lot only. 
 
 If your child needs your assistance with getting out of the car, please find a 

parking spot 
 
 
AFTERNOON PICK UP 
 

 Park your vehicle in a parking space and walk to the sidewalk to meet your child.  Families are welcome to park in the park-
ing lot on the far side of the fire station as well as the closer lot. 

 
 
 Please do not idle your car while waiting to pick up your child—the exhaust is not healthy for children to breathe.  
 
 
 All children should be picked up at 4:00 p.m. (Monday – Thursday) or 2:00 p.m. on Friday 
 
 
 If you cannot be here to pick up your child at 4:00 p.m. (2:00p.m. on Friday), we can assist you with setting up after school 

care through the Extended Hours program. 
 
 

PLEASE RESERVE HANDICAP PARKING FOR THOSE WHO ARE HANDICAPPED 
 

School Bus  

  
Bus transportation is provided to children in the Pomona attendance area who live more than two miles from school. Families 
who live closer to the school may contract privately with STA if it will not cause deviation from the existing routes. Information 
on specific bus number, bus stop, and stop time for individual students is available at the school office, on the district transporta-
tion web page, or from STA (697-1050).  
 
The bus loop is for BUSES ONLY 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
–STUDENTS ARE NOT TO BE DROPPED OFF IN THE BUS LOOP 

 
 

 
 
Staff are at the crosswalks on Patterson Road and 25 1/2 Road before and after school to assist children in crossing these busy 
streets. 
 
We ask that bikers walk their bikes on school grounds. This ensures student safety for walkers and bike riders. Bicycles should 
be parked in the bicycle racks on the north side of the main building. We strongly encourage locking all bikes and wearing  
bicycle helmets.  



Happening in the counseling office: 

 

Students and Anxiety 
 
Students do a lot, oftentimes students will get anxiety with everything piling up. Stress and feeling anxious are a part 
of life. In the classroom, counselors teach students to stop, name their feeling, calm down.  
Students need to stop what they are doing when they have a big feeling take a moment to recognize what it is they 
are feeling and do a calm down technique. Some of our favorite techniques include belly breathing, positive self-talk, 
and mindfulness checks. At home parents can help with anxiety by encouraging students to take a mindful minute, 
exercise, help kids face fears, and let your student know that it is their work effort you’re proud of and their ability to 
work through hard things. Encourage your students to take small steps forward. Don't let your child give up or avoid 
what they're afraid of. A fun activity to do with students is read Wilma Jean the Worry Machine by Julia Cook then 
make a worry hat or box.  
 
To make a worry box have students write done all their worries, one worry per card. Sort through all the worries into 
can control and can't control. Go over the can control cards and make a plan for each worry. After that is done, take 
all the can't control worries and have students decide if they would rather the box worry about the topic written down 
or still worry about it themselves. students then need to close the box when they are ready to stop worrying about 
things that are out of their control. A worry hat is the same concept expect the student puts on a hat and thinks all the 
worries they can't control into the hat.  
 
Resources for parents  
 

 Primary Care Partners has free parenting classes every Tuesday at 6 - 7:30 pm. RSVP 640-7181 or 254-2549 

 Call 211 for help finding parent support and self-care. They can also help in finding child care, mental health    
resources, and support groups. 

 

Family Support Line, a state parenting helpline that can answer any questions about a child's development call: 

 1-877-695-7996 (English); 1-866-527-3264 (Spanish) 

 

 

 



 

 
PTO NEWS 

The Pomona PTO Read-a-thon aims to increase our school-wide reading, 

make reading fun, and raise funds to support our school. Children will set 

goals for their reading (being read to counts!), seek out sponsors who will 

make pledges to challenge them to complete those goals, and celebrate 

their accomplishments. The proceeds will be used to support our school 

and teachers.   

        Important Read-a-thon  Dates 
 *Monday, March 2, Second Read-a-thon check in. 
 
 *Friday, March 6, Third Read-a-thon check in.  
 
 *Tuesday, March 10 2:45-3:45, Celebratory assembly 
 

 

                     

 



 

4th Grade Music Program 

Family Folk Dance Night 

March 5th @ 6:30 p.m. 
This night will be in conjunction with 4th grade doing their Colorado 

 History Presentations that same night. 

 

 Wear comfortable clothes – You will be moving. 
 Participate! These students are excited to teach you what they know, but they 

cannot do that if you are not willing to learn.  We understand that these folk 
dances will be new, but please be open to learning new things.  Be patient with 
yourself. 

 Practice a growth mindset.  In music, we learn that practice makes progress 
NOT perfect. 

 Have Fun! The whole point of folk dancing is to meet new people and build 
    community. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

With cold and flu season in our midst we wanted to let you all know that the best and easiest way to prevent illness and 

decrease the spread of germs is by handwashing. When should a person wash their hands?  Here are a few examples: 

Before eating food 

After using the toilet 

After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

After touching garbage 

Before, during, and after preparing food 

After being around someone who is sick 

After touching money 

After touching an animal or picking up animal waste 

Washing hands with soap and water is the best way to remove germs from your hands. Here is the correct way to wash 

your hands: 

Wet your hands with clean running water (warm or cold is ok) and apply soap. 

Rub your hands together to make a lather; friction is key and focus on fingers; scrub the fingers, cuticles, under 

finger nails, between your fingers and thumbs, back of your hands, and palm of your hands. 

Continue rubbing your hands together for at least 20 seconds. Helpful ways to time your handwashing include: 

humming the “Happy Birthday” song from beginning to end twice, or singing the ABCs one time. Ask your child 

what they do at school. 

Rinse your hands well under running water. 

Dry your hands with a clean towel, turn the faucet off and the open the door with that towel. 

Unfortunately not everyone will wash their hands after they have used the restroom. Using the towel prevents you from 

getting dirty hands before you even leave the bathroom! 

District Flu Information 
Influenza or “the Flu” is a respiratory illness that is contagious. It is a virus that is spread by droplets when a person coughs, sneezes, or talks. 

Signs and symptoms of the flu may include: fever or feeling feverish, chills, cough, sore throat, muscle or body aches, headaches, runny or 

stuffy nose, feeling very tired, vomiting or diarrhea (more common in children). 

A person may be contagious before they know they are sick. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a person may 

spread the flu virus one day before they begin to have symptoms and up to five to seven days after they become sick. This is why washing 

hands is so important!  

Ways to prevent the flu include a yearly flu vaccine, frequent handwashing, staying away from people that are sick and covering cough and 

sneezes.  

If your child should develop flu-like symptoms, it is important they stay hydrated by drinking fluids and get plenty of rest. If you should have 

any questions or concerns, contact their health care provider. During this time, your child should stay home and rest. They should not return 

to school until they have been fever free for 24 hours without fever-reducing medication. 

For more information about the flu contact your child’s primary care provider or go online to: www.cdc.gov/flu  

http://www.cdc.gov/flu

